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Von Ferrari’s Foremost Gem  
of Swedish Philately  

The Golden Colour Error, 3 Skilling Banco Yellow 

In 1885, the 3 Skilling Banco Yellow was found by Georg 
Wilhelm Backman (left), who at the age of 14, visited his 
grandmother during his Christmas school holidays. His 
grandmother was the widow of P.W. Sillén, a landowner, 
who lived at Munga Gård (right) in Västmanland County. 
   Backman’s grandmother had promised him some        
Skilling Banco stamps on covers, addressed to the Sillén 
Family. On one of the covers he found a 3 Skilling Banco 

in yellow. As the colour error is, in practise, a printing mistake resulting from a mix up of the plates 
when printing the yellow 8 skilling stamps, a possible explanation of Backman’s find is that it was a 
single stamp, correctly paying the 8 skilling banco for the second domestic letter rate. 
   When Backman returned to Stockholm he sold the colour error to Heinrich    
Lichtenstein, a stamp dealer, who paid SEK 7 for the stamp. Nine years later it came 
into the possession of Sigmund Friedl, a stamp dealer in Vienna, and thus it found 
its way into the collection of Philipp von Ferrari. At his death, the colour error was 
sold at the 4th Ferrari Sale in Paris, on 14-16 June 1922. It was bought by the             
Swedish collector Eric G.E. Leijonhufvud for 35,250 francs (SEK 12,000) (right). 

Reconstruction by Robert Mattson (1952-) of the original letter mail with The Golden Colour 
Error, 3 Skilling Banco Yellow, based on the finder, Georg Wilhelm Backman’s statements. 
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Gustaf Douglas acquires the 3 Skilling Banco Yellow 
He renames it The Golden Colour Error, 3 Skilling 
Banco Yellow, and since then his collection is titled 
The Golden Collection of Swedish Philately 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to the late, famous stamp dealer, (right) Brian Moorhouse (1949-2017), acting as the successful 
agent when Gustaf Douglas completed a private purchase, from 2013 "The Golden Colour Error,           
3 Skilling Banco Yellow" has returned to a genuine collection of classical Swedish philately. The first    
presentation of the stamp in its new home, "The Golden Collection of Swedish Philately", was made at 
The Royal Philatelic Society London on 31 October 2013 (below). 
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The page from the collection with The Golden Colour Error 3 Skilling Banco Yellow. 
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[Frimärkskungen] 
Harry Wennberg 

The King of Stamps 
Tomas Bjäringer RDP Hon. FRPSL (1946-) has developed this article based on an original piece written 
(38 pages) by Björn Sylwan (1946-2011). Tomas uses the same title as the original article, which was 
published in Postryttaren (the annual year book issued by the Swedish Postal Museum) in 2004.      
Tomas addresses the 1922 Wennberg re-offering of von Ferrari’s collection of Sweden, and presents 
further original thoughts on the subject, which are published here for the first time. The editing,       
typesetting and translation into English are by Jonas Hällström RDP FRPSL with great support from 
Chris King RDP FRPSL.  

 
The stamp dealer Seth Harry Rudolf Wennberg was born on          
4 March 1872, contemporary with the final usage of the Swedish 
öre value Coat-of-Arms Type II definitives, and only four months 
prior to the introduction of the Circle Type. Harry Wennberg’s 
father was Wilhelm August Wennberg (1836-1893), an engineer 
employed in the cellulose industry. Harry’s fascination with 
stamps began at the age of 8, after the family’s move to Norway, 
where his father, as a knowledgeable and skilled philatelist,          
captured his interest in the hobby. 

   Wilhelm Wennberg was one 
of the first well-known philate-
lists in Sweden, and the first 
generation of the Wennberg 
philatelic dynasty. His interest 
in collecting started in 1850 
with a general world collection. 
Later he started a specialised 
collection of Swedish town        
cancellations. 
   This specialised collection reached its peak 30 years later with 
more than 8,000 stamps. Wilhelm Wennberg’s membership          
number in the Swedish Philatelic Club, where he was an active       
member until his premature death in 1893, was #29. 
   Sweden released its first stamps in 1855, preceded by fifty other 
countries. The first Swedish Skilling Banco stamps, Coat-of-Arms 
Type I, was issued on 1 July 1855. The average age among the first 
active philatelists in Sweden was low, and the contemporary stamp 
dealers in the 1870s were few. In 1880, a rumour was circulating 
concerning a philatelic rarity, the Circle Type Printing, Perforation 
13 error, TRETIO instead of TJUGO (20/TRETIO). 
 
 

Wilhelm August Wennberg  
(1836-1893) 

Seth Harry Rudolf Wennberg  (1872
-1927) was the second generation of 
active philatelists from the Wenn-
berg dynasty. The author of this  
article, Tomas Bjäringer, being the 
fourth generation. 
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Ten years later, this rarity was priced at SEK 50 (equivalent to 
half of a worker’s monthly salary). 
   After having signed up for the Swedish merchant navy, Harry 
Wennberg sailed to the United States of America and Cuba, but 
after seven years, he returned to Sweden in 1892. In that year he 
opened his combined cigar and stamp shop. 
   The first years of his stamp business were tough. In the           
summer of 1894, Wennberg again suffered from malaria which 
first struck him when he was in Cuba. He spent that summer on 
an island in the Stockholm archipelago to recover his health.  
On the island he discovered a philatelic pearl, a Circle Type 
Printing, Perforation 13 error, TRETIO instead of TJUGO  
(20/TRETIO) in combination with a normal stamp of the           
20 öre. The pair was cancelled WIFSTA WARF 1880, and was 
later bought by Philipp von Ferrari in Paris. 
   Though von Ferrari was known under many different names, 
he remained "Ferrari" for Harry Wennberg. Wennberg           
continued to develop his businesses until 1896 when he moved 
to larger premises to enable him to focus mainly on the stamp 

enterprise. In 1903 he started the first real stamp shop in Finland, in Helsinki. His commercial success 
began. From 1910 he was the primary retailer for the Swedish Post Office stamp service at the Head 
Post Office in Stockholm and the year after, also in Malmö. In 1919, Harry Wennberg was granted a 
Royal Warrant by H.K.H. Gustaf Adolphus, The Crown Prince of Sweden. 

In 1880, a rumour was in circulation  
concerning a contemporary philatelic 
rarity, the Circle Type Printing, Perfo-
ration 13 Error, TRETIO instead of 
TJUGO 

Harry Wennberg’s philatelic business developed successfully over the years, and accordingly, it 
was necessary to enlarge his premises. His business traded at the following addresses in       
Stockholm: 1892-1896 Stora Vattugatan 5; 1896-1908 Mäster Samuelsgatan 48; 1902-1908 
Mäster Samuelsgatan 50; 1908-1916 Vasagatan 42; 1916-1923 Drottninggatan 66; 1923-1957 
Drottninggatan 82. The above image is from Drottninggatan 82, where the business remained 
for more than 30 years after Harry Wennberg’s death. 
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From its beginning until 1920, a period of           
65 years, the Swedish Post manufactured 135 
different stamps at different private printing 
houses. In 1920, it acquired its first stamp        
printing press. Of the 135 stamps issued from 
1855 until 1920, not less than 33 were proposed 
by Harry Wennberg. He was also an active        
philatelic author and publisher, with several      
philatelic handbooks in the Swedish and          
German languages. 
   In 1919, he started the philatelic journal        
Filatelistiska Meddelanden [Philatelic Messa-
ges], to which he dedicated the most skilled   
contemporary Swedish philatelic researchers 
and authors. From 1919 until 1923, under the 
title My experiences as a philatelist, Wennberg 
published his philatelic biography in the journal. 
His biography spans his philatelic career from 
the early years in Norway until his 50th birthday 
on 4 March 1922. 
 
 

Wennberg buys 81% of von Ferrari’s  
Collection of Sweden 
 

The collections of Philipp von Ferrari (1850- 
1917) were sold at 14 auction sales, conducted 
from June 1921 until November 1925, spanning 
39 auction days in total. The auctions of von 
Ferrari’s sequestered collections in Paris were, 
by order of the Government, through the          
auctioneer M.G. Gilbert, former partner of      
Heinrich Köhler, at the Hotel Drouot. 

   Von Ferrari’s collection of Sweden was offered at the 4th sale conducted from 14 to 16 June 1922.  
At the auction, Harry Wennberg was represented by his agent Gustav Fellenius (1882-1939). Fellenius 
had two tasks; to represent Wennberg as his agent, and to bid on the "Golden Colour Error, 3 Skilling 
Banco Yellow" on behalf of the Swedish Postal Museum. In order to 
save the stamp for Sweden,  Wennberg had previously initiated a          
campaign addressed to all philatelists throughout Sweden. This              
fundraising ended up with SEK 11,000, but it was not enough, as the 
stamp was sold for 35,250 francs (SEK 12,000) to the Swedish philatelist 
Eric G.E. Leijonhufvud (1862-1943). Fellenius then focused on the 
acquisition of von Ferrari’s Scandinavian Collections - at very reasonable 
prices. 

In 1919, Harry Wennberg founded the journal Filatelistiska 
Meddelanden [Philatelic Messages]. In No. 8/1922, the            
re-offer catalogue of von Ferrari’s collection of Sweden was 
published. 

For the 4th Ferrari Sale in Paris, Harry Wennberg began a campaign to raise 
money to save "The Golden Colour Error, 3 Skilling Banco Yellow" for      
Sweden and its Postal Museum, but the money he raised was not enough. 
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Generally, at the Ferrari Sales, collections were poorly described and material was often sold in bulk in 
en bloc lots. The situation gave unique opportunities to philatelic experts viewing the material           
beforehand, for them to subsequently bid for and to buy at bargain prices. The Swedish material was 
no exception. On behalf of Harry Wennberg, Fellenius was very successful and he bought cheaply. 
Wennberg/Fellenius’s purchases from the 4th Ferrari Sale were intended to be re-offered to Swedish 
philatelists beginning in October the same year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harry Wennberg bought five lots of Sweden at the 4th Ferrari Sale, via his agent Gustaf Fellenius.             
Wennberg’s plan was to resell the purchases, aiming at philatelists and collectors in Sweden. The re-offer was 
launched on 21 October from his premises at Drottninggatan 66 in Stockholm. The viewing was conducted as 
a display where the 426 lots on offer were displayed in the wall-frames. 

 
 
To our knowledge, Harry Wennberg’s re-offer of von Ferrari’s collection of Sweden, is the only sale of 
its kind worldwide and of any country collection from Ferrari. The philatelic material offered in   
Wennberg’s re-offer catalogue, all derives from the 4th Ferrari Sale held in Paris from 14 to           
16 June 1922. 
   Less than four months later, the re-offer was launched and took place at Wennberg’s premises in 
Stockholm. It comprised five of the lots from the Paris Sale, which totalled 496 Swedish stamps          
(81% of the total number from Ferrari’s Sale). For the five lots, Wennberg/Fellenius had paid a          
hammer price of 11,515 francs (SEK 3,916). 
   The re-offer catalogue comprised the 426 lots (145 illustrated) on twenty pages, presented at fixed 
prices. The preface is by Gustaf Fellenius. The re-offer catalogue was printed in two different editions, 
one for surface mailing and one for airmail, on newsprint. 
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Wennberg published three different publications for his re-offering of von Ferrari’s collection of Sweden. The  
catalogue was printed in two different editions, one for surface mail (weight 66 grammes) (left), the second for       
airmail (weight 36 grammes) (centre), and the article about Philipp von Ferrari, authored by Nils V. Strandell, was 
published in the third publication (weight 42 grammes) (right). 

 
 
A third publication was also prepared, an article by Nils V. Strandell RDP Hon. FRPSL (1896-1963):       
Ferrari - ett excentriskt levnadsöde - hans person och hans samlingar [Ferrari - An Eccentric Destiny - 
The Man and his Collections], with observations on the first four Ferrari Sales (ten pages). 
   The three publications together, the two different editions of the re-offer catalogue and the article by 
Strandell, were sold for SEK 1 each, with the money going to the family of a recently deceased           
philatelist, left in poverty. 
   Besides being printed as single publications, they were reprinted in Wennberg’s journal Filatelistiska 
Meddelanden (Vol. 4, No 8, 25 October 1922), together with a splendid article by Gustav Fellenius 
about his days spent at the Ferrari Sale in Paris (14-16 June 1922). The journal also republished          
commentary from three contemporary daily newspapers in Stockholm. 
 
 

The Re-offer became a Great Success 
The total starting price on the 426 lots was SEK 58,907, 16 times the hammer price of the five lots 
bought originally from the Paris Sale. Interest from Swedish philatelists was extensive. Only four days 
after the start, 102 of the 426 lots were sold. 
   On request, Wennberg made certificates (below) on the origin of the lot from Ferrari’s collection of 
Sweden, including a photographic reproduction. 

Original (handstamp) size of a Wennberg Certificate. 
[Bought from the world’s largest stamp collection The Ferrari Collection at the auction in Paris 1922]. 
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 The 4th Ferrari Sale in Paris offered eighteen lots with Swedish stamps, comprising 860 stamps in total 
(of which 97 were from the first issue Coat-of-Arms type I Skilling Banco). 
 
 Five lots (#520, #521, #525 and #526, #527) with 496 stamps were purchased by Harry Wennberg 

via his agent Gustaf Fellenius. 
 Three lots (#511, #516 and #523), with 54 stamps, were purchased by Maurice Burrus (1882-1959). 
 One lot (#512), with one stamp, was purchased by Theodore Champion (1873-1954) 
 Two lots (#513 and #524), with 18 stamps, were purchased by Béla Sekula (1881-1966). 
 One lot (#514), with 9 stamps, was purchased by John Spohr (?-1935). 
 Four lots (#515, #517, #518 and #519), with 40 stamps, were purchased by Eric G.E. Leijonhufvud 

(1862-1943). 
 Two different lots (#510 and #522), were purchased by two unknown buyers. 
 
In conclusion, the original sale of von Ferrari’s collection of Sweden in Paris was hammered at a 90% 
discount, based on Wennberg’s re-offering. 

 

 
3rd Letter Mail Rate, 41 ≤ 60 grammes (40 öre),  

with registration (15 öre) to England 

As Harry Wennberg was a very successful stamp dealer over many years, some of his correspondence with 
customers still exists today. The above envelope is a perfect example, addressed to the great collector of classic     
Sweden at that time, Eric G.E. Leijonhufvud, who later became the buyer of "The Golden Colour Error, 3 Skilling 
Banco Yellow", at the 4th Ferrari Sale in Paris. 
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Two different editions of the catalogue from 1922 were prepared. Both editions had the same content 
and layout, but the primary edition was prepared for surface mail (opposite page) with a better paper. 
The secondary edition (below) was prepared on newsprint, intended for airmail.  

Cover page from the re-offer catalogue printed in newsprint intended for airmail. 

 

Catalogue of Stamps  
from the Ferrari Collection of Sweden 
[KATALOG ÖVER SVENSKA FRIMÄRKEN FRÅN FERRARI-SAMLINGARNA] 

 

Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering 
von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden 
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Cover page from the re-offer catalogue printed on glossy paper intended for surface mail.  
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 



27 

Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Reprint of Harry Wennberg’s Catalogue re-offering von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden. 
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Ferrari – An Excentric Destiny  
The Man and His Collections 

[FERRARI – ETT EXCENTRISKT LEVNADSÖDE – HANS PERSON OCH HANS SAMLINGAR] 
 

Reprint of article by Nils V. Strandell RDP Hon. FRPSL  
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Reprint of the Nils V. Strandell’s article on von Ferrari’s life and destiny. 
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Reprint of the Nils V. Strandell’s article on von Ferrari’s life and destiny. 
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Reprint of the Nils V. Strandell’s article on von Ferrari’s life and destiny. 
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Reprint of the Nils V. Strandell’s article on von Ferrari’s life and destiny. 
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Reprint of the Nils V. Strandell’s article on von Ferrari’s life and destiny. 
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Reprint of the Nils V. Strandell’s article on von Ferrari’s life and destiny. 
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Reprint of the Nils V. Strandell’s article on von Ferrari’s life and destiny. 
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Reprint of the Nils V. Strandell’s article on von Ferrari’s life and destiny. 
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Reprint of the Nils V. Strandell’s article on von Ferrari’s life and destiny. 
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Reprint of the Nils V. Strandell’s article on von Ferrari’s life and destiny. 
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Ex. Ferrari items from the Wennberg re-offering  
of von Ferrari’s Collection of Sweden 

 

From The Golden Collection of Swedish Philately 

#1259 

#1259 Circle Type Printing Perforation 13 with variety White Flaws in the Centre i.e. Filled in Zero, 
with preserved mounting, as displayed during the re-offering viewing at Wennberg’s premises. 

#1010 

#1010 Coat-of-Arms Type I, 4 Skilling Banco in the rare j1 Dull Ultramarine (slate blue) colour.         
The shades originating from the August to October printings of 1857 are characterised by very blurred 
print, sometimes so bad that the engraving cannot be discerned. The poor printing was a combined 
effect of the plates being worn and, to a certain extent, the quality of the paper. 



The 40th Anniversary Exhibition  
of the Swedish Philatelic Federation 

Standing from left 
Ernst Wilms (1870-1938)   Lars Hedberg (1894-1967)   Gustaf Olofsson (1888-1945) 

 
Sitting from left 

Erik Lichtenstein (1888-1954)   Nils V. Strandell (1876-1963)   Astley Levin (1852-1931)  
Fredrik Arsenius (1858-1946)    Harry Wennberg (1872-1927) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Tomas Bjäringer RDP Hon. FRPSL (born Wennberg) is the fourth generation of active           
philatelists from the Wennberg dynasty. His grandfather, Harry Wennberg, was the second generation 
and was a well-known stamp dealer for many years. Wennberg bought 81% of von Ferrari’s Collection 
of Sweden at the 4th Ferrari Sale in Paris (1922). Tomas is a Leadership Patron of STOCKHOLMIA 
2019 and member of the Exhibition Management Team. 
 

Gustaf Douglas FRPSL has been internationally recognised since 2013 when he presented the only 
known example of "The Golden Colour Error, Three Skilling Banco Yellow", one of the philatelically 
most important stamps in the world, as part of his "Golden Collection of Swedish Philately". Gustaf is 
the Philatelic Head Patron for STOCKHOLMIA 2019. 

 
Jonas Hällström RDP FRPSL has for many years worked closely with both Tomas and Gustaf in 
their different philatelic achievements. Jonas’ current focus is as Exhibition Manager, heading the        
Exhibition Management Team for STOCKHOLMIA 2019 - The International Celebration of the 
150th Anniversary of The Royal Philatelic Society London. 

In 2017, for the second time (The first was in 2013), 
"The Golden Colour Error, 3 Skilling Banco Yellow", is 
presented at MonacoPhil. This time its presence cele-
brates Philipp von Ferrari, to whom it belonged until it 
was sold at the 4th Ferrari Sale in Paris (1922). 

Anglo-Swedish philatelic relations go back a long way. 
Harry Wennberg was a close friend of Fred. J. Melville. 
At a luncheon during the Christiania Philatelic Exhibition 
in 1924 (the first international stamp exhibition in            
Norway, where Melville was a member of the jury), this 
"handsome cup of beaten silver" was presented to him by 
his "old friend Harry Wennberg", in appreciation of   
unselfish work for the benefit of philately. 
 
 

The Stamp Lover Vol. XVII. No. 5 October (1924) 
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