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Classic Finland - The Oval Design
In Memory of *Wilhelm Archibald Douglas” [1883-1960]

Philatelic Gems

The Arms of Finland - Introducing The Oval Design

ABOUT 800 A.D., the Finns took possession ol what is today known as Finland. In 1347 the country was
admitted the full priviliges ol the laws of Sweden and the reformed religion was introduced by King Gustay
Vasa ol Sweden in 1528,

Gustay Friksson ol the Vasa noble [amily was probably borm in 1196. The birth most likely took place
al Rydboholm Castle, the manor house ol his lather Frik, located northeast of Stockholm. He was
King Gustay I of Sweden, known as Gustav Vasa, [rom 1523 until his death in 1560, Subsequently Gustay
Vasa has been labelled the [ounder of modem Sweden and the father of the nation. By order [rom the King
Gustav Vasa on the 3rd of May, 1558, the Arms of Finland were designed by Guillaume Boyen (Willem Boy
1520-1592), a Flemish architect and sculptor who had worked in Sweden., The design on the original drawing
is as follows:

Lion rampant, standing upon a Sabre with broad cnd, armed with a straight sword,
the rght forepaw with a glove of mad, the mouth open, showmg the tongue
recurved and rounded at the end. On the head a crown with three Horets, the tail
single, turned up over the back and ending in a wff twrned owmward, Nine
emblematic roses, argent, three at the top, two at each side, and two below (one in
front of and one between the hind of the legs of the Lion). The lirst appearance of
the Armns of Finland were in the tomb of Gustay Vasa in the Cathedral of Upsala,
constructed under supervision ol Guillaume Boven as the designer of the Arms.
When the  monument was completed i 1572 the imscription "Arma Magii
Duicatus Finlanelia " was added.

The 1,000-Kronor Banknote with the Portrait of Gustav Vasa

00

GES RIKSBANK

R

517169887

A LO0O-kronor banknote (the then highest denomination on a monetary bill from Sweden) was designed with
a portrant of Gustav Vasa, This design was my use from 1989 uniil 2016, On 15 March 2006, the Rikshank
became the lirst central hank in the world to use the seeurity feature of motion. a moving image in the striped
band: When the banknote is tilted the picture in the striped band appears (o move.
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To Elisabeth

Stamp collecting has been with me for my whole life and Elisabeth is my wile since 1965,
Elisabetly is the daughiter to Lric von Essen (1910-1986) from whom she mberited Rydbolohn
Castle, our home sice then. This collection is devoted to Elisabeth as she has lollwed me and my
passion for the philatelic hobby over more than halla centiry. Our famidy s finks 1o the topic with
“Classie Finland - The Oval Design” is not i comcidenee ...
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Per Brahe (1602-1680)

One ol the last battles took place at Virta Bridge. Johan August Sandels was

A close relative 1o King Gustav Vasa, Per Brahe (1602-1680), became
instrumental in building one nation, Finland. Like King Gustay Vasa, Per
Brahe was born at Rydboholm Castle. In 1510 Per Brahe was deeply involved
in the foundation of Abo University. Several new cities were established and
they opened up for trade and commerce across the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of
Bothmia, Per Brahe was active in this process and had the full support from
King Gustav Vasa. The Ballic waters became a link between Finland and
Sweden.

From tme 1o time there were wars between Russia and Sweden.
In order to secure Finland, the Swedish admiral Augustin Fhrensviird initiated
a strong fortress, Sveaborg and a coastal navy. He combined martial as well as
artistic abilities. But eventually Sveaborg opened the fortress to the Russians
and thereby in [act ended the union between Finland and Sweden.
A lew battles were Tought until Russia took over Finland.

victorious. The commander of the Russian avant-garde, Michail Petrovij
Dolguruki, fell in the baitle of Virta Bridge. A Tew battles followed. the Swedes
gradually lost Finland and were pushed back to Sweden.

At the time of WWI there came an opportunity for an independent
Finland. The man ol late was Gustal Mannerheim. From Sweden, a few ollicers
Joined Mannerheim’s stall, one ol them was my grandfather, Wilhielm Archibald
Douglas (1883-1960), who later became the Chiel of Stall Swedish Armny.

During the long history ol the two nations my wile and 1 today look back af
the deep roots we have with Finland during the centuries with our relatives Per
Brahe, Augustin Ehrensviird, Johan August Sandels and Wilhelm Archibald
Douglas. Gradually reconeiliation prevailed in Finland and set an example of how
o win peace.

The Gems of Finland

My grandlather
Wilhielm Archibald Douglas
(1883-1960)

The Philatelic Gems herewith presented are [rom the [irst period in Finnish philately and are part of
the collector’s comprehensive “Traditional Philately treatment of "Classic Finland - The Oval Design”.
The stamps with the Oval Design from Finland are regarded as the philatelically most important of all issues
from the Nordic countries. It's an honor for Flisabeth and me to herewith present for the public at

FINLANDIA 2017 a selection of important Gems with the Oval Design.

Gustal Douglas



1845 The First Oval Design
The 1815 Postal Statonery Stamped Envelope from Finland introduces the "Oval Design” for the first time.

Two dillerent denomination values were introduced, 10 KOPEK in black and 20 KOPEK in red. The Oval
Design is-printed in the bottom lelt corner on the face of the Envelope.

10 KOPEK Stamped Envelope Type | Used from RAuMo
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10 KOPER Stamped Envelope Type I {18445 to cirea 1847) Le. the text damaged at the
top. Dutch Laid Paper with watermark HONIG. The intended usage from
1 January 1845 was for inland letter mail up to | lod (€ 13,29 gram). From 22 January
- - - 1849 the domestic usage was extended 1o the whole of Russis.

From 1815 1o 1860 the Lion has a live pointed crown on its head, tail forked, armed
with a curved seimitar and stands with three leet on the scrabbard.,

1850 The Second Oval Design
5,10 and 20 KOPEK Stamped Envelopes

The second Oval Design was introduced in 1850 on Postal Stationery Stamped Envelopes. Three diferent
denomination values were released, 5 KOPEK in blue, 10 KOPEK in carmine and 20 KOPEK in black.
The intended usage was for inland letter mail including the previously extended unsage to Russia and Irom
1850 1o Poland who by then was under the same postal laws as Russia.

— 10 KOPEK intended usage as inland letter mail rate up to 1,5 lod (€ 20 gram) on distances > 125 verst (133.3 km)
— 5 KOPEK mtended usage as mland letter mail rate up to 1,5 lod (£ 20 gram) on distances < 125 verst (133.3 km)
—+ 20 KOPEK intended usage as inland double rate 1,5 < 3 lod (21 < 40 gram) on distances = 125 verst (133.3 km)

The Oval Design as outline on the second issue of Stamped Enevelopes [rom
1850,  the same Oval Outline as six years later was adapted on the [first
adhesives [rom Finland. 20 KOPEK cut-out from the Stamped Envelope.
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1850 The Second Oval Design

20 KOPEK Black Oval Design on Postal Stationery Stamped Envelope
Used from HELSINGFORS ?/10/1853

The Oval Design of the second type with the imprint presented on the flap, was presented on Stamped
Envelopes released in its first edition on 1 January 1850 and was in force until 1 March 1856 (they were
allowed 1o be used also alier that date). The one and only edition of the 20 KOPEK Envelope was released
on | January 1850 in 3,500 copies ol which 2,005 were destroyed at a later stage. Statistically 1,195 were
used, but until today only two have survived - one in possession by the Finnish Postal Museum and the
second is herewith presented.

Used-as-mtended from HELSINGFORS 2.10.1853 to Abo paving the second inland
letter mail rate (1,5 < 3 lod (21 £ 40 gram) on distances > 123 verst).

Provenance: The Envelope was found i 1928 ai "The Ekestubbe Family Archives” 7z
— Agathon Fabergé — Carl-Victor Bremer — Per Johan Hannelius — Otto J. Bruun Roll {(-llmllmcjmu
— René Berlingin — Christian Sundman — Rolf Gummesson <+ Gustaf Douglas (1913-2002)

Agathon Faberge
(1876-1951)




1856 The Continuation of The Second Design
5 and 10 KOPEK Adhesive Stamps
The adhesive stamps with the Oval Design [rom Finland are regarded as the philatelically most important of

all stamps [rom the Nordie countries. The relase at the post ollice on 3 March 1856 was based on an
experimental permission commissioned in an Imperial Manilesto dated 12 February 1856,

In the Manilesto issued on 12 February 1856 it was presumed that the design on the adhesives should be that oval
used on the Stamped Envelopes Irom 1850, namely the arms of Finland above two crossed posthorns with the value
i Latn and Russian at either side. The two metal steel stmps manubactured by Carl Magnus Mellgren in 1849 were
re-used for the printing of the first adhesives, slighty changed with pearls in the posthorn,

The Printing / The Téte-Béche Pairs

The stamps were printed at the Charta Sigillata Kontoret (Stamped Paper Office) on vellowish-toned, solt,
porous, and white wove paper, by means of a small hand-lever press, producing only one impression with
cach stroke. In the printing of these stamps, narrow stripes ol paper were employed, the printing
commencing [rom lefi o right, until 10 impressions had been struck, then the strip was reversed and
10 additional impressions made along the other edge of the strip, thus producing as many Téte-Béche Pairs
as there were stamps in the row. These stamps were then gummed and packed. In the beginning they were
packed as singles into boxes (explaining why only single stamps exist [rom the first printing), each box
containing 100 stamps, and delivered to the post ollice departiment.

Téte-Béche 5 KOPEK Unused Block of 4

Small Peards Dark Blue

Vi

Philip la Rénoticre
1 Ferrary (1850-1917)

H.M. King Carol of Romania
(1893-1953)

Provenance
Phalip la Rénotiere von Ferrary — Arthur Hind — H.M. King Carol of Romania
Arthur Hind — Chuistian C. Sundman — William H. Gross — Gustal’ Douglas Chistian C. Sundman
(1856-1935 (1933-199:4)

¥
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Secret Mark in The Bell of The Posthorn

The same metal steel stamps were used printing the adhesives as was used printing the imprint on the
Stamped Envelopes [rom 1850, Eflective rom the printing ol the adhesives is a "pearl” added 1o the design
in the bell of cach posthorn. There is no exact reason given in the archival documentation for the
implementation of the "pearl”, only speculations,

Small Pearl Large Pearl

From the release of the Along the manulacturing - It has been proven that in
Jand 10 KOPEK stamps Py ol the adlicsives, the )
o 3 March 1836, the o . “pear!” on the 5 KOPEK
"pearl”  measures  0.75 adhesive has  been - {(

mm and is defined as a creased o osize.  The el
"Small Peard™. merease has been con B

ducted  at some  point
between 11 September
1857 anel 4 Marcch 1858,

a delivery 1o the post
ollice i Helsinglors ol
S000 5 KOPEK stamps.
the "Large Peard” oceurs
for the first thme,

Small Pearl 5 KOPEK Strip of Three used from HELSINGFORS 1856

As soon as the siamps were received by the postmasters, they cut the stamps first along the horizontal gutter and then
into smaller strips according to their need. Already prior 1o the lirst release of the adhesives, the postmark in
HELSINGFORS was heaviliy wom and elear stikes are very rave. The square postmark of antigua stiyle measured
3014 mum and was only in use in 1856, replaced by a circular postmark from December 1856,

Dark Blue

John Boker, Jr.
(1913-2003)

Provenance: Carl Schmidt — Allred H. Caspary — John g Boker — Ingvar Pettersson — Gustal Douglas

Large Pearl 5 KOPEK Téte-Béche used from HELSINGFORS 4/7/1859

Greenish Blue

A Postal Ammouncement dated 18 September
1857 states that the adhesives should be used
combining INK and POSTMARK. In many cases
the adhesives where inked with a standard cross
prior (o being apphied on the mail.

Provenance: Luis Alemany Indarte
—» Gustal’ Douglas
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The Paper

The adhesives were printed at the Charta Sigillata Kontoret (Stamped Paper Ollice) who ordered the paper
from two dilferent suppliers: Frenkell & Son’s Paper Mill in Tampere and Tervakoski Paper Mill. The paper
from Frenkell & Son’s Paper Mill was machine-made, white, wove and thin. The yvellowish, porous paper
supplied by Tervakoski was thicker and used on the later issucs.

1859 The Wide Laid Paper from Tervakoski Paper Mill

The thicker, Wide Laid Paper, occms from cirea 1859, The Charta Sigillna Kontoret mm out of the ordinary paper
and decided not to order new paper, but using the same paper as lor the postal stationery Stamped Envelopes. This
paper is recogmzed through its strucntre with stripes (13-14 per 20 mm) laid vertically 1o the adhesive imprint.
Occasionally this paper contains « TERVAKOSKI 1855« as watermark.

RaUMO 25/8/1859 KARIS 19/9/1859

Provenance:
Rolf Gummesson — Gustal Douglas

1858 Unintentional Narrow Ribbed Paper Variety

The paper defined as "Narrow Ribbed Paper” [Hans Lagerlol New York 1987] was unintentional. The narrow laid
ribs were caused during the paper-making and the ribs are actually imprints in the paper structure cansed due 1o
usage of a worn or too hard "paper making blanket™. The appearance was fivst detected on the 10 KOPEK
adhesives and later also on the 5 KOPEK (the latter are extremely rare occurances). This ellect in the paper are

recorded on the adhesives printed during the late part of 1857 and are recorded on usages from April 1858 used
mostly [rom BORGA, HELSINGFORS and WIBORG.

Unidelined MANUSCRIPT INK CROSS

Roll Gummesson — Gustal Douglas Roll Gummesson — Gustal Douglas

Though the Announcement from 18 September 1857 o combme INK and POSTMARK, the statement was
misinterpreted at the local post offices and so in many cases only the INK was applied. The most primitive form of
INK usage was the standard cross but at some post ollices a signature or similar was applied.




The Intended Usage of The Oval Adhesives

Finland 1s located i the northern part ol Europe. It is bounded in the north to Norway and Sweden and on
the cast to Russia. Al the release ol the Oval adhesives they were intended Tor domestic mail, extended o
inchude Russia and Poland. and for mail o other loreign destinations. The sender was forced (o pay the
postage rate, cither by cash or with adhesive postage stamps. The rate was to be paid by one or multple
adhesives. REGISTRATION or INSURED MAIL was not allowed o be sent as franked with adhesives during the
period of the Oval stamps.

The Oval stamps from Finland are generally desivable for all collectors due to their primitive appearance.
The surviving rate 1s low, and the statement made about their philatelic importance is resonable. Usages on mail are
extremely sought alier items.

Adhesives 5 KOPEK 10 KOPEK
Printed 235.000 02,000
Sold 138,500 112,139
Small Pearls Sold 70,000 N/A
Large Pearls Sold 68500 N/A
Destroyed 96.500 159561
Surviving Rate ® 1,500 - 2,000 1,000 - 7,000

Domestic Letter Mail Rate
The first letter mail rate was delined up to the weight of 1.5 lod, cquivalent with 20 gram. Higher rates were

until 1858 multiples of the first rate. From | August 1858 the domestic rate was moderated [or weight-classes
Ie

> 3 lod.

— 10 KOPEK  mtended usage as inkand letter mail rate up to 1,5 lod (5 20 gaum) on distances > 125 verst (133,83 km)
— JROPEK  mtended usage as mland leter mail rate up 1o L3 lod (£ 20 @ram) on distances < 125 verst (133,93 km)

; Letter Mail Rates to Foreign Destinations
Mail to lorcign destinations are rare and only seven destinations are recorded: Russia, Sweden, Norway,

Denmark, Germany, Great Britain and Spain. To Denmark and Great Britain only one letter mail
respectively is recorded.

3 10 KOPEK
— 20 KOPLEK
30 KOPLK
=+ 25 KOPLEK

= 20 KOPEK

| A

— 80 KOPEK

— 20 KOPEK
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40 KOPEK The Largest Recorded Inland Letter Mail Rate
4th Domestic Letter Mail Rate ( > 125 verst) from Aso 16/4/1858
Ix 10 ROPER Reel-Carmine = 40 KOPER
| '
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—+ Halger Schildh — Ingvar Pettersson — William H. Gross *
=+ Lans Allenwmy Indarte — Gustal Douglas

Provenance: Willicln Rosenlew — Gasta von Maller —

Caiista von Maller (18951961 )




15 KOPEK  One of Two Mixed Frankings, The Only with Manuscript fcorstreras

Uil 30 June 1858 it was mandatory to record all mail on the Letter Chant, inchiding the charter number, the
address, the weight and the rate. From | July 1858 this becahe an optional sernvice lor senders who wanted to track
its mail to the addressee and 1o secure delivery at the end 10 the correet receiver. This service is defined as
Hegstreras and was chiarged 509 extra on top of the dometic letter mail rate and should be indicated in manuscript

on the Face of the mail.
1st Domestic Letter Mail Rate ( > 125 verst) from HELSINGFORs 7/1/1859

10 KOPEK Lilae-Carmine + 5 KOPEK Large Pearls Blue < 15 KOPEK

Ingvar Pettersson
(1921-20006)
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40 KOPEK

»The Fabergé Cover”

The Most Important Philatelic Gem from Finland

Double Letter Mail Rate from HELSINGFORS 17/7/1858 to Liibeck

Agthon Faberge Alphonse de Rotschild
(1876-1951) (1878-1942)

Provenance: Asgthon TFabergé —  Alphonse de
Rotschild — Siegmund Adler —  Pierre Grosfils-
Berger — Ingvar Peltersson — Luis Allemany Indarte
— Gustal Douglas
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Scanning (reduced to 7096) on the face of the Cover.

8x 5 KOPEK Large Pearls Blue = 10 KOPEK




Welcome to a city
where it is easy

to breathe - and to
feel your pulse.

MM Stockholm v

The Capital of Scandinavia ﬂ ﬂ




Photo: Carl Douglas

STOCKHOLMIA 2019 has been granted a substantial financial contribution from
Gustaf Douglas FRPSL, who 1s today’s leading philatelist in Sweden. He was internationally
recognised in 2013 when he presented the only known example of the "Golden Colour
Error Three Skilling Banco Yellow”, one of the philatelically most important stamps in the
world, as part of his “Golden Collection of Swedish Philately”. Gustaf Douglas 1s ‘Philatelic
Head Patron’ of STOCKHOLMIA 2019.

The 31st October 2013, the day I gave my comprehensive display to Fellows and Members of
the Royal Philatelic Society London, was the greatest day m my 50 years’ of life with philately as
my hobby. The Display was later recognised with the Tilleard Medal' by the Society.
Contributing to STOCKHOLMIA is my way of showing appreciation to The Royal Philatelic
Society London for giving me this most memorable day in my philatelic life.

Gustal" Douglas FRPSL

The Philatelic Gems presented at FINLANDIA 2017 are from the first period in Finnish
philately and are part of Gustat Douglas’s comprehensive Traditional Philately treatment
of ”Classic Finland - The Oval Design”. The stamps with the Oval Design from Finland
are regarded as the philatelically most important of all 1ssues from the Nordic countries.
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